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reputation; these opinions are not law until accepted as such by the
courts. Nevertheless in the field of constitutional law the scope for
pronouncement by text-book writers is larger than in any other
branch of law with the exception of international law. This is due
partly to the existence of conventions which do not require enforce-
ment through the courts, and partly to the fact that many of the
problems of constitutional law are not in practice the subject-matter
of litigation, even though they relate to law proper. Thus the duty
of the Speaker of the House of Commons in regard to the certifica-
tion of money Bills is defined by the Parliament Act, 1911, but it is
probably safe to predict that the courts will never be called upon
to interpret these provisions. It is left to text-book writers to pro-
nounce upon their effect. More reliance, then, may be placed upon
text-books as a quasi-authoritative source than is the case, for ex-
ample, with the law of contract. It must, however, be borne in mind
that unanimity is not to be expected in the views expressed upon con-
troversial topics. Nevertheless, such works as Erskine May's Parlia-
mentary Practice or the critical accounts of the government of the
country, such as that given in Bagehot's The English Constitution—a
masterpiece in its day, and still in many respects not out of date—or
Sir Ivor Jennings' Cabinet Government—are consulted with a con-
fidence which the practitioner of law cannot afford to give to text-
books on branches of private law, where conclusions must be
supported by the authority of a statute or a judicial decision.
Writers of text-books on the constitution fall into three classes, Historians,
namely, ^torians, political scientists, and lawyers. The historian,
to quote Dicey, ^'is primarily occupied with ascertaining the steps by
which a constitution has grown to be what it is." * He is mainly con-
cerned with the value of past experience. While it is not to be sug-
gested that the past does not contain many lessons for the present,
particularly in an age when respect for tradition is at a discount, it is
equally true that, for example, we can find little that is helpful in
understanding the position and working of the present House of
Commons in an historical account of 'the Witenagemot or of the
Commune Concilium Regni. On the other hand it is essential for an
understanding of the constitution to study the development of its
organs and, for example, a clear appreciation of the seventeenth-
century constitutional struggle is necessary for mastering the subject
of the royal prerogative as it exists to-day.
The political scientist is concerned with the problems of govern- Political
ment, as the lawyer is with the rules.  The former is naturally Scientists,
attracted by the possibility of deducing abstract principles in. rela-
tion to the science of government. The task of the student of con-
stitutional law is to master the nature and operations of the existing
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